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to attack the planters' stronghold He complied, and on the
news of the outbreak of civil war, Major-General James Bruce,
the governor of the English island of Dominica, resolved, on
the invitation of the planters, to try the effect of an expedition
to Martinique General Bruce arrived-on June 16, 1793, with
eleven hundred English soldiers, and advanced on Saint-Pierre
in conjunction with eight-hundred French colonists, opposed to
Rocharnbeau. The attack was a failure, and on June 21st the
English expedition left the island, taking their unfortunate
allies with them. This success strengthened the position of
Rocharnbeau both in the island and with the Convention, and
he remained in command of- the colony during the remainder
of the year 1793 without being interfered with by any
republican commissioners. The Convention could only give
him applause; it could send him no efficient aid. The English
were the masters of the seas, and no reinforcements could
reach the West Indies; and Rocharnbeau had with his small
force soon to resist a much more formidable invasion than
that of General Bruce. The English ministry determined to
subdue and annex all the French Windward Islands, a measure
which was very popular with the English mercantile com-
munity, and since it had only been possible to capture Tobago
on the outbreak of war with the forces already in the colonies,
it was resolved, towards the end of 1793, to send a powerful
expedition to the West Indies. The fleet was placed under
the command of Vice-Admiral Sir John Jervis, K.B, after-
wards Earl Saint Vincent, and carried over six thousand
soldiers commanded by Lieutenant-General Sir Charles Grey,
K B, afterwards Earl Grey. This numerous and well-
equipped army disembarked on the island of Martinique on
February 5,1794; Rocharnbeau could make no effective resist-
ance; Saint-Pierre surrendered on February 17, and Fort-
Royal on March 22. The garrisons of the forts on the island
were allowed to march out with the honours of war, and to be
conveyed to France, and Sir Charles Grey, in his despatch, pays
the highest compliment to the stubborn defence of the French.
" The gallant defence made by General Rochambeau and his